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2008 INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

TRANSPORTATION ENHANCEMENT (TE) APPLICATION 
 

Local Public Agency (LPA):          Vigo County Board of Commissioners   __________  
Address: _____121 Oak St., Terre Haute, IN  47807  ________________________________________________   
County: _  Vigo    City/Town:  Terre Haute, IN           
Urbanized Area:       None    MPO:   West Central Indiana Economic Development District 
Name(s) of Other Agencies Involved:     None   
Contact Person:           Commissioner David Decker   Phone:                 (812) 462-3367    
Will this project involve a railroad crossing?  Yes or No: _______No_____X________________________________ 
PROJECT QUALIFYING ACTIVITIES:  To be eligible, the project must fall under one of the following 12 categories.  
Check the most appropriate activity(s) and complete the attached category application form(s).  These categories are not listed 
in any order of priority. 
 

   Provision of facilities for pedestrians and bicycles 
  Provision of safety and educational activities for pedestrians and bicyclists 
  Acquisition of scenic easements and scenic or historic sites 
  Landscaping and other scenic beautification 
  Historic preservation 
  Rehabilitation and operation of historic transportation buildings, structures, or facilities (including historic railroad 

facilities and canals 
  Preservation of abandoned railway corridors (including the conversion and use thereof for pedestrian or bike trails) 
  Control and removal of outdoor advertising 
  Archaeological planning and research 
  Environmental mitigation to address water pollution due to highway runoff or reduce vehicle-caused wildlife 

mortality while maintaining habitat connectivity. 
  Establishment of Transportation Museums. 

 
Project Cost:  (In the year the costs will be incurred) 
Planning Activities. $22,500
Project Development and Environmental Studies. $25,000
Engineering and Final Plans Preparation Work. $40,000
Right-of-Way Acquisition. $0
Construction. $500,000
Construction Engineering and Inspection Activities. $62,500
Other. (Describe) $0

TOTAL: $650,000  
 
How will the project be funded? 
INDOT-Transportation Enhancement Funds      $500,000    (Is this a request for additional funds?     Yes    __ No) 
Local Funds    (30%)                                           $150,000  
TOTAL                                                              $650,000  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 

PLEASE RESPOND TO ALL OF THE FOLLOWING ITEMS.  ATTACHMENTS ARE O.K. 
 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT – Insert a clear and concise description of the project.  If the project involves 
construction or other activities that will be in done phases, explain the phases and include timelines.  Please be clear as to which 
phase(s) is involved in this funding request.  If there is some urgency due to imminent danger to the project/facility/land, please 
explain. 
If the project involves land acquisition, be specific about the amount of land, its location, and the intended use of the land 
once it is acquired.  Does the project currently have interest or ownership in real property within the project area?  If so, 
what interest or rights are owned in all sections/phases of the projects and what are the terms of those interests?  Please 
attach copies of the instruments documenting the interest. 
 
The purpose of this project is to preserve, protect and restore one of the rarest of all historic Indiana transportation 
facilities.  The Wabash and Erie Canal Lock #47 is a handcrafted limestone canal lock located on a remote,10 acre, 
undeveloped wooded tract near Riley, Indiana, in Vigo County.  (see Exhibit 1) 
 
The historical significance of this unique structure is well-documented in the previous application for this project, and 
for the sake of brevity that documentation will not be included in its entirety with this application.  The previous 
application (2001-2002) resulted in a partial award of $400,000, or an amount then thought to be sufficient to cover 
all archeology, research, development, engineering, land acquisition and inspection costs.  A second application 
submitted in 2006 did not result in the award of any funds.  The previous awarded funds are being used to complete 
the archeology study necessary to develop the site into an interpretive park, to administer lock site security,resource 
stabilization, and preservation activities.  This third follow-on application is targeted to cover only construction costs 
intended to develop the site into an interpretive historic park.   
 
While the existence of this structure has always been known to residents of the immediate area, it is virtually 
unknown to the general public.  This probably accounts for its very good condition and the absence of vandalism.  
The structure has stood at this location for 168 years.  There are also some remaining white-oak timber canal lock 
structures on the property. The Phase I archaeological investigation is complete.  The next two phases of 
archeology study (Phase II & Phase III) are scheduled to begin in fall 2008. 
 
The west wall of this lock is standing and is in remarkably good condition.  There are, however, some signs of 
deterioration beginning to show.  A slight outward bow had become evident on the south end of the wall, due to 
unchecked lateral earth pressure.  Also a small streambed is undercutting the same area of the wall and will 
eventually lead to undermining and collapse.  These advancing factors underscore the need for timely rescue of the 
structure. 
 
The scope of the project includes minor restoration of the west wall and reconstruction of a matching cut-stone east 
wall, thus providing a complete restoration (the blocks from the east wall were removed and used elsewhere in the 
early 20th century).  The option of establishing flowing water in the lock itself will be considered if engineering studies 
show that such a configuration is feasible. 
 
The primary intent of this project is to pursue restoration and preservation of the remaining cut-stone lock and to 
develop an interpretive historic park.  The targeted improvements shown in this application will be extensively 
coordinated with interested organizations and members of the public.   
 
HISTORIC CUT-STONE LOCK RESTORATION 
As mentioned, the existing lock is in a deteriorating condition and missing a large portion of the east wall.  
Restoration of the lock will include necessary repair and stabilization for the west wall and reconstruction of the east 
wall using historically consistent methods and materials.   
 
INTERPRETIVE TRAIL 
Raised wooden boardwalks are intended to serve as the interpretive trail since over 85% of the property is in the 
floodplain.  Interpretive trails outside of the floodplain will be traditionally constructed using a compacted crushed 
stone surface to preserve the rural character of site.  Trails will also be limited to preserve and protect the high 
quality floodplain forest habitat that currently exists at the site. 
 
RESTORATION OF HISTORIC CANAL AND TOWPATH 
The ravages of erosion and time have all but erased the original alignment and earthen structures of the canal and 
towpath through the site.  Archeology study currently underway will help to uncover the historic canal and towpath 
alignment and it is intended that a 100’ segment of the earthen canal be reconstructed adjacent to the cut-stone 
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lock.  This will help visitors truly understand and experience the scale of the canals and imagine the enormous 
amount of resources that went into constructing the Indiana Canal System.  The canal and towpath reconstruction is 
intend to be a “dry” reconstruction at this time and will not be flooded.  Future phases of the project will explore the 
feasibility of a “wet” canal reconstruction which can be built onto this 100’ section. 
 
LOCK TENDER’S HOUSE INTERPRETIVE SITE 
Few artifacts remain of the historic lock tender’s house that stood adjacent to the cut-stone lock and site erosion 
has changed the original ground elevation.  Continuing archeology study will confirm the location of the historic 
structure.  It is planned to level and grade the earthwork in the area of the lock tender’s house as close to the 
historic design. The area will then be decorated with interpretive site markers and information about the original 
structure.  The portion of the towpath that would have been between the lock tender’s house and the lock will also 
be constructed here along the lock which is approximately 100’ long.  It is anticipated that future phases of the 
project may reconstruct a historic structure in this location. 
 
VEHICLE PARKING 
A small parking area is planned as an expanded shoulder along Frye Street near the southeast corner of the 
property.  This area should serve approximately 3 passenger cars or one bus.  This parking area is intended to be 
temporary until a larger offsite parking facility can be arranged.  This expanded shoulder area will also serve dual 
purpose as a staging area during construction stages.  The condition of the site as a floodplain does not facilitate 
construction of a parking facility on the 10 acre property. 
 
INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE  
Educational opportunities are a strong component of this project.  The lock has for some time been an attraction for 
the area and field trips from area schools are routinely conducted at the site to educate children about this Hoosier 
area.  Interpretive signage will be placed along the trails to highlight areas of significant value and also to 
communicate the history of the site. 
 
Refer to Exhibit 3 for a schematic plan of the proposed elements. 
 
1. PROJECT’S RELATIONSHIP TO THE QUALIFYING ACTIVITY CRITERIA – How does the project meet 
one or more of the 12 qualifying activities?  Describe how at least one category best describes your project?  If the project could 
fall under more than one activity, describe how the project relates to each applicable activity.  One (or more) of the attached 
category application forms must be completed. 
 
See attachments for: 
 

   Safety and educational activities for pedestrians and bicyclists 
  
 

  Historic Preservation 
 
 

  Rehabilitation and operation of historic buildings, structures, or facilities  
 
 
 
2. PROJECT’S RELATIONSHIP TO TRANSPORTATION  – Transportation enhancements are transportation 
related activities that strengthen the cultural, aesthetic and environmental aspects of the Nation’s transportation system.  
Transportation enhancement activities should improve the transportation experience in and through a community.  Describe how 
this project relates to the surface transportation system (excludes aviation). 
 
 
This phase of the project is intended to showcase the historic Indiana Canal System and Riley Canal Lock #47 as a 
historically documented and integral piece of Indiana’s early transportation network. (See Exhibit 4) 
 
The Riley Canal Lock #47 is deeply rooted as a transportation linkage, since it encompasses the historic segments 
of the Wabash and Erie cross-cut canal and the canal system that once extended across much of the eastern 
United States. 
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The site and its associated historical area should easily qualify for placement on the National Register of Historic 
Places which will be a component of the archeological work scheduled to begin fall 2008.  The location of the site 
near the town of Riley on State Road 46 places it in reasonable proximity to a network of destination nodes; the  
Wabash Valley Family Sports and Recreation Center, Riley Elementary School, and Vigo County’s Fowler Park, 
where an early nineteenth century log-structure village has been recreated.  Future studies will identify linking this 
network of destination nodes with a trails and greenway system.   
 
The Riley Canal Lock #47 site restoration and historic park development will satisfy a transportation impact linkage, 
since it will be used to (1) restore and preserve a historical transportation facility of a type known to exist in only very 
few places, (2) facilitate the future development of a planned interpretive and educational center centered around 
the canal system in Indiana, (3) complement other ongoing canal preservation efforts in Indiana and elsewhere, (4) 
provide a trailhead for the continued extension of a Trail and Greenway system for Vigo County, and (5) provide a 
walking trail for the combined purposes of recreation, fitness and historical education. 
 
 
3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND PROJECT SUPPORT  – Describe what has been done on the project to date in 
terms of  the extent of public participation, community/organizational support,  local government support and/or the formation 
of special groups.   
 
Describe any work and/or activities that have been done to date such as planning, design, and/or coordination and consultation 
with State or local government partners.  Describe what remains to be done on the project before it is ready to be funded.  
Include any unresolved issues, which may cause delays.  If the project is connected to a previously approved TE project, 
provide a status report on the previously approved project.   
 
As noted in the previous applications, the intent to preserve and restore the Riley Canal Lock #47 can be traced to 
the purchase of the property by the Indiana Junior Historical Society in the 1970’s.  The express goal of this 
organization was to preserve the site and make access available to the public in a controlled setting that includes 
historical education about the fascinating canal system in Indiana.  The Society has limited financial resources and 
this has precluded any preservation or development from proceeding. 
 
In order to address this issue, a series of initiatives in 1998 by the Vigo County Commissioners and the Vigo County 
Parks and Recreation Department, led to a partnership with Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology and Indiana State 
University.  These initiatives resulted in the completion of a report entitled “Lock #47 Restoration and Recreational 
Area Final Report” in April of 2000.   
 
The initial award of $400,000 for this project resulted in the inclusion of the project in the 2001-2003 Transportation 
Improvement Plan for the Terre Haute Urbanized Area and Vigo County.  Much of the research for the extensive 
documentation of the history of the lock was performed by volunteers from local historical organization via library 
and newspaper archive research. The formation of one group in particular reinforces the level of community interest 
and involvement in canal history.  Students of both the Vigo County and Parke County school systems have formed 
a group known as “Canal Kids”.  These students participate in historical research and field trip activities related to 
canal history in this area.   
 
The Indiana State Anthropology Laboratory was hired to conduct a Phase I archeological investigation of the Riley 
Canal Lock #47 and ancillary structures which was completed in April 6, 2007 and funded entirely with local money. 
 
With the initial award of $400,000, Vigo County has retained the services of Storrow Kinsella Associates to provide a 
phase one scoping study for the project which is expected to be completed in early 2009.  In the spring of 2008 early 
coordination invitations were sent out to over 20 state, local and interested groups to be consulting parties on the 
project.  Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act was also initiated in the spring of 2008 and a series of 
public meetings with the consulting parties are programmed to occur in the fall of 2008.  Storrow Kinsella Associates 
and Vigo County are currently working with INDOT on the consulting firm RFP selection process to hire a project 
archeologist and to begin the Phase II & Phase III archeological work which can begin in the fall of 2008.  In 
conjunction with the archeology work, the site will be secured to disallow unauthorized trespass, the lock area will be 
stabilized by removing vegetation growing on the structures, and temporary emergency procedures will be employed 
to protect the historic structures from stream erosion.  It is anticipated that the archeology work will be completed by 
spring 2009 and the site should be through permitting and ready for construction by the fall of 2009. 
 



6 

The development of this historical park will serve to highlight this community’s commitment to quality of life and 
availability of recreational opportunities, thereby contributing to the attractiveness of the area for economic growth 
and attraction of investment.  There are no other County recreation areas in this part of the County. 
 
 
 
Support letters are included from: 
Vigo County Commissioners     David Decker, Vigo County Commissioner   
West Central Indiana Economic Development District, INC Merv Nolot, Executive Director    
Canal Society of Indiana      Bob Schmidt, President     
Vigo County Historical Society     Marylee Hagan, Executive Director   
Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana   Tommy Kleckner, Director W. Regional Office  
 
 
4. PROJECT FUNDING ISSUES: 
 
a. Describe the plan for providing the local match including the source of funding and assurances that the match will remain 
available.  Explain what cash or in-kind funds have already been expended toward this project, if any.  List any other funds that 
will be used and/or sought in addition to TE funds. 
 
The local match will be supplied in cash, as noted in the attached letter from the Vigo County Board of Commissioners   
 
 
b. Explain the plan for maintaining the project including the source of funding.  Who will oversee long term maintenance and 
safety, and estimated annual maintenance expenditures.   
 
The Vigo County Parks and Recreation Department will assume the maintenance duties as noted in the attached letter 
from the Vigo County Parks and Recreation Department.  The acquisition and development of this facility is noted in the 
Parks and Recreation Master Plan. Safety and security will be the responsibility of the Vigo county Sheriff’s Department, 
as is true for all Vigo County Parks 
 
 
c. Include a detailed budget (itemized cost estimate) for your project.  Phase the funding for large projects that request over 
$1million in federal funds.  Indicate any previously funded phase (s).  Example: “this application is requesting funding for phase 
2 of 3 phases.  Phase 1 was funded in calendar year 2000 with TEA 21 funds for $1,000,000.  The attached $1,200,000 budget 
shows the details of Phase 2.” 
 
A project construction budget is attached for this project application in the amount of $500,000 for Phase 2 construction. 
Vigo County currently has committed a local matching fund of $150,000 (30% match) for this project through an 
appropriation by the Vigo County Common Council.  A letter of assurance of commitment and availability of these 
matching funds is included with this application.  The total project budget including TE Funds and Local Funds ($500,000 
+$150,000) for Phase 2 construction equals $650,000. 
 
Phase 1 of the project is funded with the 2001-2001 TEA 21 funds awarded in the amount of $400,000 and a local 
contributing match fund of $180,000 which total $580,000.  Phase 1 activities include archeological study of the site 
(Phase I, Phase II, and Phase III), administration of lock site security and stabilization activities, completion of Section 
106 SHPO requirements based on INDOT regulations, and completion of a project scoping report. 
 
In-kind contribution to the development of this project include many hours of staff time by the planning staff at the West 
Central Economic Development District, and considerable volunteer research by local history buffs.  In addition, the 
preparation of the report by Lock and Key Consultants (an RHIT senior engineering class project) required hundreds of 
hours of research and preparation time.  The County does not intend to count any of this cost toward the local match.  
The local match will be supplied in cash.  However, these volunteer efforts clearly indicate a high level of community 
support for this project.   
 
d. After projects are determined to be initially eligible, submission of evidence  must be submitted to the responsible District 
Right-of-Way staff to ensure the Uniform Act was applied correctly. 
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1 Mobilization 1 LS $31,818.18 $31,818.18
2 Historic stone lock restoration - east wall 1 LS $213,644.75 $213,640.57
3 Interpretive trail

     6' wide wooden boardwalk (485 LF) 3,254 SF $32.00 $104,128.00
     12' wide stone dust trail 237 LF $67.58 $16,016.46

4
     Earthwork unconsolidated Cut/Fill 570 CY $23.00 $13,110.00
     Erosion control blanket 447 SY $46.00 $20,562.00
     Seeded turf grass 6,600 SF $0.45 $2,970.00

5
     Earthwork unconsolidated Cut/Fill 139 CY $23.00 $3,197.00
     Interpretive markers 1 LS $2,800.00 $2,800.00

6 Vehicle parking
     Earthwork unconsolidated Cut/Fill 45 CY $23.00 $1,035.00
     Compacted aggregate base 27 TON $27.00 $727.11
     Asphalt paving, Type B - 4" thick 19 TON $215.00 $3,977.50

7 Interpretive signage 1 LS $4,200.00 $4,200.00
8 Demobilization 1 LS $36,363.64 $36,363.64

$454,545.46
$45,454.55

$500,000.00

Storrow Kinsella Associates Inc 8/18/2008

Riley Canal Lock #47
10 Acre Primary Study Area

COST ESTIMATE FOR PHASE 2 CONSTRUCTION

SUBTOTAL

BASE COSTS

SUBTOTAL (BASE):
10% CONTINGENCY

PROJECTED CONTRUCTION ESTIMATE

Lock Tender's House  interpretive site

Restore 100' segment of historic canal and towpath 

ITEM NO. DESCRIPTION QUANTITY UNIT  UNIT PRICE
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5. PLAN SUPPORT – Describe how the project fits within the adopted plans and specific goals of other organizations 
and the local units of government.  These plans could include local comprehensive land use plans, strategic plans, state or local 
trail plans, historic or tourism development plans, neighborhood development plans, parks and recreation plans, transportation 
plans, etc.   
 
In addition to providing a recreational opportunity in an area of the county that lacks such opportunities, the facility will 
prove to be educational from a historical perspective.  Local interest in the history of the canal system is evidenced in 
part by the purchase of the property by the Junior Historical Society and by the formation of the “Canal Kids”. 
 
We believe that the development of this park and walking trail and the preservation and restoration of the rare historical 
structure contained therein are consistent with the goals of the following: 

• The Vigo County Park and Recreation Master Plan, 2005 approved version  
• The Regional Greenways and Trails Master Plan  
• The Terre Haute/Vigo County Long-Range Transportation Plan INDOT’s Multimodal Transportation Policy 

Plan 
• The Indiana Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP)  
• The Vigo County Comprehensive Land Use Plan  

 
In addition, the development of this historical park will serve to highlight this community’s commitment to quality of 
life, and availability of recreational opportunities, thereby contributing to the attractiveness of the area for economic 
growth and attraction of investment. 

 
 
6. PROJECT IMPACT/COMMUNITY BENEFIT & NEED – In addition to transportation enhancement, explain 
what the project’s broader value is as an economic, tourism, recreational, historic, or cultural development tool.  Please quantify 
where possible – i.e., number of annual users of/visitors to the project, percent of community/region using/visiting the project, 
additional revenues produced, etc.    
 
It is not possible to predict the number of visitors that this park will ultimately attract.  However, it should be noted that 
one other Vigo County Park has a historical focus, that being the Fowler Park Pioneer Village.  This attraction draws very 
large crowds and is the site of the annual Pioneer Days Festival.  Clearly, the interest in history-oriented recreational 
opportunities is high in this region.  The proposed canal site is also less than 30 minutes travel time from both Bridgeton 
and Mansfield, two historic 19th century villages in the heart of the Parke County Covered Bridge Festival area.  This 
festival is one of the largest of its kind in the United States. 
 
The project will help move Vigo County toward attaining a standard rating in the Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor 
Recreation Plan.  As noted elsewhere in the application, Vigo County is below standard in the availability of recreational 
land according to the SCORP.  The sufficient availability of recreational facilities is a key factor in enhancing any area’s 
attractiveness to economic investment and in-migration. The lock has for some time been an attraction for the area and 
field trips from area schools are routinely conducted at the site to educate children about this Hoosier area.   
 
The park will not be a revenue-producing facility.  However, the Vigo County Park and Recreation Department is fully 
able to provide basic maintenance for this proposed facility.   
 
The average daily traffic on nearby State Road 46 is currently in excess of 10,000 vehicles per day, and this project’s 
proximity to this busy thoroughfare will, without doubt, boost visitation to this facility. 
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7.  
PROJECT LOCATION – Attach/insert a copy of a map, which clearly indicates the project’s location within the city/county.  
Additional maps, photos, and graphics may be attached showing detailed site plans, design renderings, existing conditions, cross 
sections, or other types of detail 
 
Project Location Map 
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Facilities for Pedestrians and Bicycles Category  
1. Acquisition & Development 
• Will land be acquired for this phase of the project?  If yes, what is the estimated acreage of the proposed acquisition and 

how much of the project in linear feet will be developed on the land to be acquired.   
 

No land will be purchased for this phase of the project.  Vigo County has already purchased the 10 acre site from 
the Indiana Junior Historical Society. 
 
• To the nearest 1/10 mile, how long is the bicycle/pedestrian facility being proposed under this application?  In feet, what is 

the proposed width of this bicycle/pedestrian facility?  If the proposed facility will have varying widths, please specify the 
width for the majority of the project.   

 
The proposed 6 foot wide wooden boardwalk trail will be approximately 1/10 mile long and will connect into a 12 foot 
wide stone dust pedestrian trail approximately 1/10 mile long. 
 
• What type of surface is proposed for this bicycle/pedestrian facility?  If there is to be more than one surface type, list all 

types and the length of each surface type.   
 
The 6 foot wide boardwalk will be constructed from pressure treated wood and the 12 foot wide pedestrian trail will 
be surfaced with stone dust. 
 
• What support facilities are being proposed for construction under this application for funding?  Facilities include (but not 

limited to) parking lots, bridges, tunnels, restrooms, water fountains, benches, bicycle racks, trail markers/mileage signs, 
interpretive signage, lighting, etc.  

 
At this time, the support facilities will include interpretive and guide signs, a small parking area, and interpretive 
markers.  These items are shown in the cost estimate.  The County will install a restroom facility separately at the 
completion of the project. 
 
• Please include a detailed itemized budget/cost breakdown for the entire project. This should be more detailed than project 

cost listing on front page of application and should include costs for all facilities listed above. 
 
See attached budget for question 4c. 
 
2. Other Factors  
 
• Will the project development take place on a former railroad corridor?  If so, how much of the bicycle/pedestrian facility 

will be located on abandoned rail corridor?  
 
No – rather it will take place on the abandoned Wabash and Erie canal corridor.  Approximately 200 linear feet (100 
feet along the restored lock and 100 feet along the restored earthen canal) of 10 foot wide towpath will be 
constructed along the former canal corridor. 
 

• Will the project provide any connections to existing or funded bicycle/pedestrian facilities, including extensions of 
existing facilities?  

 
No connection exists at this time – at present only internal trails are planned for this facility.  However, the Trails and 
Greenways Master Plan contemplates a future connection to nearby parks such as Fowler Park.  A trail connection 
to Riley Elementary School is also being studied at this time. 
 

• Has your agency previously received Transportation Enhancement funds for bicycle/pedestrian projects?  If so, 
what was the project; when was it funded?  

 
Vigo County has not received Transportation Enhancements strictly for bicycle/pedestrian projects in the past.  
However, a previous of $400,000 was awarded for this project as a combined preservation/pedestrian/bicycle facility 
as part of the 2001-2002 TE funds.   
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Rehabilitation and Operation of Historic Buildings, Structures, or Facilities 
Category Application 

 
 
1. Is the structure/object/facility listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)?  Provide 

date of either NRHP listing or eligibility determination by the Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of 
Historic Preservation, and Archaeology (IDNR-DHPA).  Applicant assertions that the resource “must be eligible 
because” are not sufficient.   

• The structure is not listed at this time.  However, nominations will be made as a component of the 
Phase II and Phase III archeology study which is scheduled to begin fall 2008.  The Indiana State 
Historic Preservation Officer has designated an official archeological site number of 12Vi917.  

 
2. Is the project an important part of a community/local historic preservation initiative that also meets with the IDNR-DHPA’s 

goals and priorities?   
• Not known 

 
3. Is the project currently supported as part of a current or future heritage/cultural tourism project?   

• The ultimate intent of this project is to develop a historical park that allows visitors to step into the 
past and to experience the conditions that existed during the operation of the extensive canal 
system in Indiana in the 19th century.  As stated in the previous successful initial application, the 
goal is to develop a visitor center as well as a recreational trail with interpretive signage. 

 
4. Is the structure/object/facility in a seriously deteriorated condition or threatened by demolition?  Please explain.   

• Yes - The structure is in fairly intact condition at this time.  However, evidence of undercutting of the 
west wall by a stream can be seen, and some blocks have shifted due to lateral earth pressure.  
Without stabilization and restoration, an eventual collapse is inevitable.  

 
5. Is the structure/object/facility one of the last of its type remaining in Indiana?  Please explain.   

• Yes - This hand-cut stone structure is the only remaining lock of its type in this part of Indiana, and 
is one of only two stone locks extant on the Wabash and Erie Canal in Indiana.  Research by the 
Canal Society and Indiana State University Anthropology Laboratory confirms this.   

 
 
6. Does the proposed project comply with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation of Historic Properties?  

Please explain.   
• Design work for the rehabilitation is preliminary and will be subject to public input and comment.  

However, these standards will be adhered to in the design phase, where applicable.  Storrow 
Kinsella Associates Inc in coordination with the project archeologist and consulting parties are 
working closely with the State Historic Preservation Officer to comply with all site development 
regulations.  

 
 

7. How will the project improve the ability of the public to appreciate the historic significance of the structure/object/facility 
involved?   

• The centerpiece of the project is the restoration of the canal lock itself.  Although it is a unique 
structure, other project facets will include interpretive signage and a kiosk, and eventually a visitor’s 
center with displays of period artifacts uncovered during archeological study which is scheduled to 
begin fall 2008.  The only other stone canal lock of its kind is in northern Indiana, this site will 
provide easier access to people residing in the southern portion of the state. 
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Historic Preservation Category Application 

 
 
1. Is the structure/object/facility listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)?  Provide 

date of either NRHP listing or eligibility determination by the Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of 
Historic Preservation, and Archaeology (IDNR-DHPA).  Applicant assertions that the resource “must be eligible 
because” are not sufficient.   

• The structure is not listed at this time.  However, nominations will be made as a component of the 
Phase II and Phase III archeology study which is scheduled to begin fall 2008.  The Indiana State 
Historic Preservation Officer has designated an official archeological site number of 12Vi917.  

 
 
2. Is the project an important part of a community/local historic preservation initiative that also meets with the IDNR-DHPA’s 

goals and priorities?   
• Not known 

 
3. Is the project currently supported as part of a current or future heritage/cultural tourism project?   

• The ultimate intent of this project is to develop a historical park that allows visitors to step into the 
past and to experience the conditions that existed during the operation of the extensive canal 
system in Indiana in the 19th century.  As stated in the previous successful initial application, the 
goal is to develop a visitor center as well as a recreational trail with interpretive signage. 

 
4. Is the structure/object/facility in a seriously deteriorated condition or threatened by demolition?  Please explain.   

• The structure is in fairly intact condition at this time.  However, evidence of undercutting of the west 
wall by a stream can be seen, and some blocks have shifted due to lateral earth pressure.  Without 
stabilization and restoration, an eventual collapse is inevitable.  

 
5. Is the structure/object/facility one of the last of its type remaining in Indiana?  Please explain.   

• Yes - This hand-cut stone structure is the only remaining lock of its type in this part of Indiana, and 
is one of only two stone locks extant on the Wabash and Erie Canal in Indiana.  Research by the 
Canal Society and Indiana State University Anthropology Laboratory confirms this.   

 
 

6. Does the proposed project comply with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation of Historic Properties?  
Please explain.   

• Design work for the rehabilitation is preliminary and will be subject to public input and comment.  
However, these standards will be adhered to in the design phase, where applicable.  Storrow 
Kinsella Associates Inc in coordination with the project archeologist and consulting parties are 
working closely with the State Historic Preservation Officer to comply with all site development 
regulations.  

 
 
7. How will the project improve the ability of the public to appreciate the historic significance of the structure/object/facility 

involved?   
• The centerpiece of the project is the restoration of the canal lock itself.  Although it is a unique 

structure, other project facets will include interpretive signage and a kiosk, and eventually a visitor’s 
center with displays of period artifacts uncovered during archeological study which is scheduled to 
begin fall 2008.  The only other stone canal lock of its kind is in northern Indiana, this site will 
provide easier access to people residing in the southern portion of the state. 
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List of Supplemental Attachments 
 
 

• Exhibit 1 – Project Area Site Map 
• Exhibit 2 – Project Site Photos 
• Exhibit 3 – Schematic Plan of Proposed Elements 
• Exhibit 4 – Map of Canal Systems in Indiana 
• Letter of Commitment – Vigo County Commissioners 
• Letter of Support - West Central Indiana Economic Development District, INC  
• Letter of Support - Canal Society of Indiana 
• Letter of Support - Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana 

 
 
 
 
 






















